Introduction
No incunabulum can be new, of course, but the book described here is a new candidate for that classification: it is a textbook for university undergraduates, an Introduction to Instruction in Grammar and Logic by Symphorien Champier (c. 1470-1539) .1 Champier was a physician who spent most of his life in Lyon, publishing about four dozen books, most of them in Latin and mostly about medicine.2 Whether the copy of his Isagoge described here is an incunabulum will be decided by bibliographers and other experts -not by us. Without doubt, however, this little book is a source of fresh information about Champier's early career and about the contest between scholastic philosophy and the new classicism before and after 1500.
In modern times, the systematic identification of incunabula -books and other items printed before 1501 -goes back to 1822, when Ludwig Hain began to publish his Repertorium bibliographicum, which later scholars updated and is now being replaced or extended by the Gesamtkatalog der Wiegendrucke (GW) it in Lyon with the publisher Pierre Mareschal. Since this was the only copy of the Isagoge known before Mr Dinter's discovery, and since it was not described as an incunabulum, Champier's book would not have appeared in any of the standard listings of incunabula from Hain to the ISTC, and GW lists it only from Mr Dinter's copy.4
The older specialized bibliographies also differ in their treatment of Champier and his Isagoge. Ferdinand Buisson's 1886 compilation of pedagogical books locates it in the Mazarine but gives no date, place or printer. Most important: Paul Allut's very detailed bio-bibliography of Champier, published in 1859, does not mention it at all. Allut's silence effectively erased the book from later scholarship on Champier -including the study published by one of us in 1978, based on a dissertation finished in 1970. A closer look at Baudrieralthough it is organized by printers and publishers rather than authors and does not, in principle, list incunabula -would have shown what Allut missed.5
That was the bibliographical story of the Isagoge -as far as we knew -until very recently, when the USTC became available online in January of 2014. The USTC's ancestor, which deals only with French vernacular books, was not relevant for Latin books like the Isagoge. In addition to the Mazarine copy, the USTC lists (as of February 7, 2014) four others, all in Italian libraries: the
